CHARLES COUNTY GENTRY

A Genealogical History of Six Emigrants

Thomas Dent, John Dent, Richard Edelen,
 John Hanson, George Newman, 
Humphrey Warren.  All Scions of 
Armorial Families of Old England who
 settled in Charles County, Maryland,

and their descendants showing 
migrations to the South and West

by

HARRY WRIGHT NEWMAN

GENEALOGICAL PUBLISHING CO., INC.

BALTIMORE                                          1971

Page










284
HUMPHREY WARREN, Gentleman of Maryland
(1632 – 1671)


The most difficult task in proving the European background of the American emigrants is documentary evidence for proof of the immediate parentage.  And on this point lies the weakness of many assumptions by genealogical researchers as well as genealogist.  In establishing facts and circumstances to prove that Humphrey Warren, Merchant, of London and Maryland, was the son of Edward Warren, Gent. of Stockport, Cheshire, apparently only one snag presents itself.


The Rev. John Watson in his excellent discourse stated that “Humphrey, born June 7, 1632, brought up as a merchant, went into the West Indies, where he married and died s. p. about 1680”1.  


Knowing the agnosticism which exists among a limited group of negative genealogists, especially those who wish to denounce the work of others in order to glorify their own importance, this group will contend or hold strictly to the statement made by the Rev. Mr. Watson, disregarding other facts and circumstantial evidence, and will state dogmatically as well as arbitrarily that Humphrey Warren of Maryland was not the son of Edward of Stockport.


It must be remembered that the Rev. Mr. Watson wrote his book more than 100 years after the death of Humphrey of Maryland, and it is known that very few if any of the American descendants of early colonists kept up with their English kinsmen for any great length of time.  It may have been an assumption on the part of Mr. Watson or it may have come from the statement of the surviving members of the family in England through ignorance.  One can not always accept statements, even though some are official, as absolutely correct.


Although Humphrey Warren had an uncle by the name of Humphrey, he was more probably named from his father’s guardian Humphrey Davenport as it is seen that another son carried the name of Radcliff, family name of the other guardian.  It is possible that he was in the West Indies before his settlement in Maryland, but it is known that Britishers often referred to the West Indies or Virginia, when they meant any part of North America.
________________________________________________________________________
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Being the second son, he could not inherit the ancestral estates of his parents, so it was only natural that he sought an opportunity to create an estate for himself and heirs.  At that time the settlements in America had offered wonderful advantages to merchants establishments in the seaport towns of Great Britain and it is seen that at a young age Humphrey Warren had established himself at London.


He was in Maryland by 1657, inasmuch as on April 20, 1659, in court he stated that two years ago he saw a “mare of Mr. Starkeys with two stone colts following her”.2   On April 14, 1658, he demanded that the goods of Robert Hill be attached to the value of 25 pounds.3   It is believed that his residence in Maryland was more or less of a temporary nature, inasmuch as until 1662 he referred to himself as “Humphrey Warren, of London, Merchant”.  Later he established his domicile permanently in the Province.

On May 12, 1658, upon a contemplated trip to England he appointed Matthew Stone his attorney to act in his behalf during his absence.4   He was back in Maryland by 1659, and in that year served on the jury of the Provincial Court.


On January 14, 1660/1, while in Maryland he signed the following statement:  “Know all men that by these present that I Humphrey Warren Citizen of London doe Constitute and ordain Captain Nicholas Gwyther my lawful Attorney for me and in my name to arrest William Head. Cooper, in action for debt”.5  

On January 27, 1661/2, as “Humphrey Warring London Merchant” he was granted power of attorney for James Walker.  It was also shown at the same court in which he proved power of attorney that he sold several white indentured servants, and on April 22, 1662, he appeared with power of attorney for Edward Walker, London, Merchant, to prosecute claims for the non-payment of debts.6  

It was not until October 12, 1662, Humphrey Warren applied for land, and by it we have proof of his transporting his son Humphrey’, Jr.7  
“Lay out for Humphrey Warren, Merchant, 1000 acres of land

demanded for himself and his son Humphrey and Francis Jenkins

and Anne Lane his servants transported in this present year for which

he demands 200 acres”.


On December 18, 1662, Humphrey Warren caused a warrant to be issued against George Newman.  At court on February 10, 1662/3, George Newman stated that the 1,167 pounds of tobacco demanded by James Walker for use of Humphrey Warren was due to him (Newman) and not Warren, and requested that Nicholas Gwyther give security.8 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
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On May 12, 1663, he registered cattle and hog marks at the county court.  Later in that year he was granted a pass to “depart this Province this year for England”.


On November 8, 1664, Humphrey Warren accused his servant Richard Lamb of steeling his clothing and absenting himself for periods without permission.  At the same time he sued James Fox for debt.  Also on the same day, Robert Hatton and Thomas Hatton acknowledged a debt of 20,000 pounds of tobacco due to Humphrey Warren, Merchant, and in payment thereof conveyed 250 acres of land beginning at Hatton’s Point and extending to Hatton’s Creek on the west side of the Wicomico.9  

In 1664 as the executor of the will of Bridget Heard, he was described as of the Wicomico River which indicates his domicile in that area – the oldest settlement in present Charles County.  In the same year “Humphrey Warren Gent.” And Francis Pope were ordered to appraise the estate of Walter Story, and also that of Thomas Smoot.


On 1665 he again served on the jury and was referred to as merchant.  On December 13, 1667, he was appointed a Commissioner of Peace for Charles County.10  By an act of the Assembly in 1668 it was ordered that a port be erected “nigh Humphrey Warrens plantation in Wiccocomoc River”.10  

On September 4, 1669, the Assembly passed an act by which 10,000 pounds of tobacco were to be raised and granted to Capt. Coode, Col. Jowies, and Col. Warren “as a gratuity from this House to the soldiers late in Armes under their command”.  A careful search fails to disclose any other personage who could be addressed as Colonel Warren, thus it is shown that he was active in military affairs.11  

He served as a delegate from Charles County to the General Assembly which convened on January 18, 1670/1, but died before the adjournment in March.12  

It was stated that Humphrey Warren married while in the West Indies.  This may be correct.  A search through the British records for his marriage has so far proved futile, but it is known that he was married before his settlement in Maryland and was the father of more than one progeny.  He brought his son and namesake to Maryland in 1662, but there is no record of his transporting a wife, yet one finds a Mary Warren contemporary with him during his earlier years in the Province.  In 1661 Mary Warren was subpoenaed in a case involving James Walker.  It is recalled that Humphrey Warren had at one time been attorney for Walker.  And in 1663 Humphrey Warren and Mary Warren were subpoenaed at the same time by the Sheriff of Charles County.  
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One or more children remained in England or elsewhere, inasmuch as Humphrey, Jr., referred to a brother who had not settled or come to Maryland.


It is established, however, that he did marry Eleanor____, who survived him.  It is claimed by some that she was the daughter of Thomas Smoot, which is highly probable ___though proof is lacking.  The dwelling-plantation of Thomas Smoot was also on the Wicomico near to that of Humphrey Warren, but inasmuch as he died intestate in 1668, a complete list of his heirs has not been proved.  Two sons have been established, but it is difficult to prove female issue at that date from an intestate.*


The only land patent negotiated by Humphrey Warren was “Frailty” of 300 acres in 1664, lying on the west side of the Wicomico.  Frequently, the Maryland properties named their estates after their ancestral homes in the British Isles, but the place-name “Frailty” can not be located, in sofar as this research was carried out.


Before his death, as Humphrey Warren of Hatton’s Point, he conveyed to Josias Fendall in trust for his wife Ellen Warren and son Thomas the tract known as “Frailty”, lying upon the west side of the Wicomico River, for the love which he bore his wife Ellen and for the proper maintenance and education of his youngest son Thomas.  The witnesses were Thomas Notley and Thomas Lomax.13  

At the session of the Assembly on March 27, 1671, it was reported that Humphrey Warren, Sr., a delegate from Charles County, was deceased.  He died intestate, and accordingly letters of administration were issued to the widow, as follows:14  
“24 April 1671.  Administration of all the Singular Goods Chattels Rights and Debts were of Humphrey Warren the Elder late of Charles County intestate deceased was unto Ellinor Warren his widdow (comitted).  The Eldest sonne of the said deceased refusing the same.  Commission then issued to Henry Adams of Charles County, Gent., to take bond of the said Ellinor, James Walker and Richard Smoot in the sum of 100,000 pounds of tobacco for her administration and according to the form therewith and also to administer ye … oath of administration to the said Administratrix to make Returne of ye bond …”

*See, The Smoots of Maryland and Virginia, by Newman.

Warrants were issued to Captain Josias Ffendall and Robert Henly to appraise the estate and to Henry Adams for the administering of their oaths.
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The widow soon afterwards married Thomas Howell, of Charles County.  Apparently the administration of the estate was neglected, as the following appears on the court books”15  

“9 May 1673.  Came Thomas Howell who married Ellinor the Relict of Humphrey Warren late of Hatton’s Point in Charles County intestate deceased and in right of his said wife demanded letters of administration upon the estate of the deceased … who was (represented) by Captain William Wheatley the Attorney of William Barret of London Merchant that no administration had been made … Thomas Howell of your County Planter who married Ellinor the relict of Humphrey Warren Sr. late of Hatton’s Point in Charles County deceased hath in right of his said Wife and prayed letters of administration upon the estate … authorize you to take bond of Thomas Howell in the amount of 10,000 pounds with James Walker and Tompkinson his sureties …”

The inventory of his personal estate was exhibited at court on March 24, 1674/5, and manifested an appraisement of 8,150 pounds of tobacco.  Thomas Howell died before the estate was settled, and consequently, Humphrey Warren, II, on April 19, 1677, appeared in court and stated that Thomas Howell had died intestate and left three orphans and requested letters of administration upon the estate.  The bond was placed at 15,000 pounds of tobacco, with Major Benjamin Rozer as his surety.


The estate of Thomas Howell was appraised by Colonel John Douglas and Captain Robert Henley and was valued at 11,984 pounds of tobacco.  Several white servants appeared among the inventory, but no mention was made of a seal or coat-of-arms.16  

At the chancery Court in 1679, it was stated that Humphrey Warren, deceased, had assigned several warrants to William Heard.17  

There is a very colorful case in Maryland regarding Susan Warren, widow of Humphrey Warren, who became the paramour of William Mitchell, one-time member of Lord Baltimore’s Council, but inasmuch as this Humphrey Warren was deceased by 1651, and it is known that Humphrey, the Emigrant to Maryland, was alive in 1658, the two can not be the one and the same.  He was no doubt a kinsman of the Maryland emigrant, because all parties concerned in this colorful affair were members of the English Gentry, Susan being a daughter of William Smith, Gent.18

1Watsons, vol. 2, p. 147

2 Archives. vol. 41, p. 277.

3Ibid., vol. 41, p. 52.

4Ibid., vol. 41, p. 151.

5Ibid., vol. 41, p. 437.

6Ibid., vol. 53, pp. 178, 201-3.
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7Liber 5, folio 235, Land Office. 

8 Archives. vol. 53, pp. 318, 327, 353.

9Ibid., vol.53, pp. 538-9; vol. 49, p. 333..

10Ibid., vol. 5, pp. 21, 31.

11Ibid., vol. 13, p. 247.

12Ibid., vol. 51, p. 362.

13Deeds, Liber H no. 2, folio 431.

14Test.  Pro., Liber 5, folio 43.

15Ibid., Liber 5, folio  349.

16Inv. & Accts., Liber 4, folio 191.

17 Archives. vol. 51, p. 297..

18Ibid., vol.  10.

